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On April 3, Rio de Janeiro mayor Marcelo Alencar told reporters that the city's first "residential
waste" recycling plant will begin operations April 6. According to Alencar, the plant is the largest
of its kind in the world, with capacity to transform 1,120 metric tons of waste material into 600 MT
of organic fertilizer per day. The municipality invested US$23 million in the facility which covers
a 100,000 square meter area in northern Rio. Raw material for the plant is collected in 10 suburbs.
City planners hope the quantity of refuse thrown into local waterways will decline by at least 25%.
In addition, the facility is expected to help reduce environmental and water contamination in
Gramacho, the city's poorest suburb. (Basic data from Agence France-Presse, 04/03/92)
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